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people, the Bush-appointed labor board 
has refused since 2001 to hear oral argu-
ments in any case. In fact, this is the 
only 5-year period in the last 25 years 
in which the board has not held any 
oral arguments. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleague to 
join hundreds of thousands of nurses 
and other workers to stand up and 
fight together for accountability from 
the Bush’s labor board. Together, we 
can make sure these hard-working 
Americans can have the union rep-
resentation they deserve and are enti-
tled to. 

Mr. Speaker, I think a lot of people 
forget what the unions have done for 
this Nation. I think a lot of people for-
get that it was the unions that basi-
cally brought protections. When you 
think about our coal miners that have 
been killed in the past year, union rep-
resentation could have protected them. 
We in Congress should have been doing 
that. We have OSHA to protect our 
workers where hundreds of thousands 
of people are injured every single year, 
and yet we see a total eroding of the 
middle-income families. 

Let me tell you what I fear the most: 
that we are going to have a two-tiered 
system, the very wealthy and the poor-
est of the poor. We as Americans can 
do better. 

f 

b 1930 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

MCHENRY). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. BURTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

IRAQ’S CYCLE OF RETALIATION 
AND REVENGE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, some of 
the most frightening violence in 
months has erupted in Iraq over the 
past week. In fact, today was reported 
to be the worst day of death and vio-
lence since the United States started 
the war 31⁄2 years ago. 

On Saturday, Sunni insurgents 
bombed and destroyed a Shiite mosque. 
In response, Shiite gunmen dragged 
random motorists out of their cars in a 
Sunni Baghdad neighborhood, killing 
them, killing them with impunity. 

The situation has become absolutely 
terrifying. And, sadly, the cycle of re-
taliation and revenge is getting worse, 
not better. Those who think Iraq has 
not already devolved into a civil war 
are just kidding themselves. They must 
think a civil war looks something like 
two pitched armies battling it out 
across from each other with muskets 
and cannons in a giant field. 

Unfortunately, today’s version of a 
civil war is a lot more murky. It in-

volves fighting on the streets, not a 
battlefield. It involves innocent civil-
ians, men, women, it involves children, 
who are losing their lives, who are liv-
ing in a great deal of pain and a great 
deal of uncertainty. 

Mr. Speaker, what we can be sure 
about is that our presence in Iraq is 
not helping the situation. In fact, the 
presence of nearly 150,000 American 
troops in Iraq has become a rallying 
point for dissatisfied people in the Arab 
world. This latest surge of violence has 
coincided with an announcement by 
U.S. military officials that four more 
soldiers have been arrested in connec-
tion with the rape and murder of a 
young Iraqi woman and three members 
of her family. 

To be sure, the vast majority of all 
American soldiers currently stationed 
in Iraq are bravely and honorably serv-
ing their country, but the destructive 
actions of a few very bad apples have 
added fuel to the fire, and the Iraqi 
people want us to leave their country. 

The sad truth is that our troops have 
been failed by their civilian leaders in 
Washington. They have been mis-
guided. They have gone on a mission 
that has been fraught with failure from 
the very, very beginning. The White 
House is more interested, it appears, in 
trying to make Iraq seem like a suc-
cess than actually fixing the problem 
that plagues the country. 

If you go to the White House Web site 
and if you search for ‘‘Iraq,’’ you will 
find a section called ‘‘Renewal in Iraq.’’ 
This page contains such platitudes as, 
and I quote the Web site, ‘‘Together, 
Iraqis and Americans are making 
progress’’; and another one, ‘‘The 
United States will settle for nothing 
less than complete victory in Iraq.’’ 

The problem, Mr. Speaker, is that 
words like ‘‘will settle for nothing less 
than complete victory’’ or ‘‘we’ll stay 
in Iraq until the job is done’’ are no 
more than tired old slogans. Most 
Americans and nearly all Iraqis under-
stand that an open-ended U.S. military 
presence in Iraq doesn’t serve anyone’s 
interests. The very perception that we 
plan to stay in Iraq permanently is one 
of the greatest catalysts spurring the 
Iraqi insurgency. 

It is clear that the time is long over-
due to bring our troops home. It is 
time to end the bloodshed and to send 
a clear message that the United States 
has no plans to stay in Iraq indefi-
nitely, that we won’t occupy perma-
nent bases in Iraq and we won’t control 
Iraqi oil, and that our troops will be 
coming home. They will be leaving 
Iraq. They will be coming home to 
their families. 

The American people know this and 
they want their elected leaders in Con-
gress and the White House to catch up 
with them. 

f 

JUNE FLOODING IN NORTHWEST 
AND NORTH CENTRAL OHIO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-

woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night to discuss the need for changes at 
FEMA, the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, and how our Nation 
approaches disaster response in gen-
eral. 

I am one of the Members here that 
voted not to move FEMA from being an 
independent agency into the new De-
partment of Homeland Security, and 
every day that goes by and every dis-
aster that happens proves that was the 
wiser course of action. FEMA should be 
restored to its former status as an im-
mediate national response, emergency 
response agency. It should not be bur-
ied five levels down in the Department 
of Homeland Security, now the second 
largest agency in our government after 
the Department of Defense. It simply is 
too burdensome, and the American peo-
ple are suffering as a result of it. If 
New Orleans was not a lesson, if 
Katrina was not a lesson, if Rita was 
not a lesson, then what kind of stu-
dents are we? 

Today, I visited areas in my own con-
gressional district in northern Ohio 
that have been declared national dis-
aster areas now because of the flooding 
that occurred June 21 through June 23 
in northern Ohio. Water rose as high as 
6 to 7 to 8 feet, 25 homes were com-
pletely destroyed, 317 received major 
damage, 1,064 received minor damage 
and 3,262 had cosmetic damage; and 
that is as of just today. 

The local response was rapid and top 
notch, the best they could do. FEMA’s 
Federal response has been what I would 
term somewhat timely and not overly 
effective. 

As I have visited with elected offi-
cials and residents affected by flooding 
over these last few days, outlining key 
Federal help that we can bring to 
them, I was struck by how disjointed 
the assistance is and how we try to 
help people at the local level to apply 
for what they are eligible for. They 
simply do not know. 

I explained to officials and constitu-
ents that Federal assistance might 
cover losses not addressed with their 
own personal insurance and that they 
had to file an insurance claim form 
with their private insurance company 
before contacting FEMA. But let me 
tell you what they require down at the 
county level. 

If, in Ohio, you were affected by the 
recent flood, they tell you, Go to the 
FEMA office that we have temporarily 
established in an adjoining county. So 
people from the affected county have 
to go to an adjoining county. When 
they get to the FEMA office, they are 
told, Oh, we can’t help you fill out the 
application here. We can just talk to 
you about it. You have to go to your 
local library. They have to go back 
into their home county, go to the main 
library to try to get into the computer 
program to apply for the FEMA pro-
gram. 

Well, guess what? The local librar-
ians do not work for FEMA. They do 
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not know all the Federal assistance. I 
sat with one gentleman today at a 
computer in the library where he tried 
to get into his password and code that 
he had gotten last week, as FEMA had 
instructed him, and guess what? The 
password didn’t work. 

And he was a computer techie. He 
knew more about computers than I did. 
He was not a senior citizen who was 
not familiar with computers. We could 
not get into his records to find out if 
FEMA had even received his applica-
tion from a week ago when he filed it. 

What happens in Ohio is that, assum-
ing you can file, if you can really get it 
done at the library, which I do not 
think is right, FEMA ought to have the 
computers right at the temporary 
FEMA office, then you get an envelope 
in the mail from the Small Business 
Administration. Well, nobody in my 
area has gotten them yet, but the aver-
age person says, Well, if I applied at 
FEMA, why am I getting a letter from 
the Small Business Administration? 

The reason is because SBA will estab-
lish your income eligibility for grants, 
or for loans if you do not qualify for 
grants, and if you do not submit the 
SBA paperwork, you cannot get the 
FEMA assistance. But the average per-
son who is scraping mud out of their 
living room and has had their base-
ments totally destroyed and has had to 
take time off work in order to try to 
find a place to live, how do they have 
time for all of this? 

Twenty-five years ago, FEMA had 
trailers that were under the purview of 
the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. They moved those trail-
ers in. If you lived in a home that was 
in bad shape and had been damaged, 
you could go live in a trailer. They had 
their own generators. You could at 
least live there while you fixed up your 
other house. FEMA changed all of that 
back during the Reagan administration 
during the 1980s, and we have created a 
much less ready FEMA to respond to 
national disasters. 

One of the other things that has hap-
pened is that our people, our mayors, 
our county commissioners, who have 
spent hundreds of thousands of dollars 
trying to help people, that have had to 
put personnel on overtime, that have 
had to use their equipment, that have 
had to buy fuel that isn’t cheap, they 
have now been told by FEMA that that 
is not covered in the Federal assistance 
to local communities. All that is cov-
ered is an individual’s damage. 

What kind of Government of the 
United States is this that we cannot 
respond to people who are in need, 
whether it is in the gulf or in northern 
Ohio? 

Assistance could include up to three 
months’ rental payment for temporary housing; 
grants for home repairs and replacement of 
essential household items not covered by in-
surance to make damaged dwellings safe, 
sanitary, and functional; grants to replace per-
sonal property (including vehicles) not covered 
by insurance; and unemployment payments up 
to 26 weeks for people who temporarily lost 

jobs because of the disaster and who do not 
qualify for state benefits, such as self-em-
ployed individuals. 

This is all well and good, but it is limited. 
Most relief comes in the form of loans, not 
grants. People suffering property-loss or dam-
age from flooding or sewer backups can apply 
for low interest loans administered by the 
Small Business Administration (SBA) to cover 
residential losses not fully compensated by in-
surance. Loans are available up to $200,000 
for primary residence and $40,000 for per-
sonal property, including renter losses. Loans 
are available up to $1.5 million for business 
property losses, both property damage and 
economic injury, not fully compensated by in-
surance. 

This is all well and good for those people 
who can afford to get the loans and have the 
know-how and wherewithal to apply. But these 
are often those hardest hit by disasters of this 
type Mr. Speaker. 

Today, as I visited areas in the Eastern por-
tion of my Congressional District, it became 
clear that the process for applying for assist-
ance is a quagmire. 

For starters, there isn’t even a FEMA field 
officer in Erie County—a county recently listed 
as eligible for disaster assistance. Folks have 
to travel over to an adjoining county to register 
to speak to a live FEMA person. And that per-
son can’t help them apply for assistance—they 
have to go somewhere else for that. 

Moreover, they cannot do it in person. They 
can travel to these locations to get advice, but 
are then required to submit the information via 
computer at their local library. 

The FEMA process is too cumbersome Mr. 
Speaker. People need immediate help, not 
help weeks from now. People hardest hit need 
more personal assistance, not less. They need 
more grants and fewer loans. They are the 
senior citizens and low-income families who 
could not afford, or may not have even been 
aware, that they needed flood insurance. 

And why, Mr. Speaker, is a property-owner 
saddled with the responsibility of assuming a 
loan when it is a city or county sewer-system 
that overflows—resulting in massive flooding 
or an unacceptable drainage rate? 

It doesn’t make any sense to me. 
Mr. Speaker, we need to expand the criteria 

for grant assistance, not lessen it. 
More importantly, though, the formula for re-

imbursing municipalities for their response 
must be re-evaluated. The City of Toledo 
spent almost $275,000 responding to last 
month’s disaster. And they have been told not 
to expect one cent in reimbursement costs. 
This is unacceptable. 

FEMA officials say that the City did not 
spend enough money to qualify for public as-
sistance. A city of similar size would need to 
spend, approximately, $1.5 million before re-
imbursement costs would kick in. 

Why such a high number? Does this admin-
istration think that any city, much less a city 
the size of Toledo, can absorb such a loss? 
It’s mind-boggling. 

Local municipalities have seen their budgets 
devastated by the down-turn in the economy. 
If Federal Government is going to pass the 
buck on program after program—unfunded 
mandates sapping at the local budgets—then 
the government must step up when emer-
gencies like this result in unanticipated costs 
spiraling out of control. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE 
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
addressed the House. His remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

b 1945 

THE VIOLENCE IN IRAQ 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak out of 
turn. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Wash-
ington is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, this 

election is going to be a referendum on 
the President’s plan to deal with Iraq. 

The American people need to know 
what is going on. And, of course, our 
press gives them one view. But I think 
it is important to see what the rest of 
the world is saying about what is going 
on in Iraq today. For that reason I am 
going to read some portions of an edi-
torial from the Daily Star of Lebanon. 
It is the most influential and most bal-
anced paper in the Middle East, and the 
title is ‘‘Only Iraqis Can Keep Sec-
tarian Violence From Ruining Their 
Country.’’ 

‘‘In the latest outburst of sectarian 
violence in Iraq, roving bands of Shiite 
gunmen killed at least 41 Sunnis in 
Baghdad on Sunday as a car bomb tar-
geted a Shiite mosque, killing 17.’’ 

‘‘Bloody scenes such as these are be-
coming all too common in Iraq, where 
a low-intensity civil war threatens to 
erupt into full-scale sectarian conflict. 
The violence already poses a threat to 
the fragile Iraqi government. Sunni 
MPs, who have been boycotting Par-
liament sessions over the abduction of 
one of their colleagues, MP Tayseer 
Najah al-Mashhadani, are now consid-
ering extending their boycott to with-
draw from Prime Minister Nuri al- 
Maliki’s Cabinet. If they do so, the na-
tional unity government that took six 
long and tedious months of horse trad-
ing to create could easily topple. 

‘‘Recent developments in the country 
only serve to illustrate the bankruptcy 
of the sectarian power-sharing agree-
ment created under U.S. occupation. 
This is not to say that there were no 
sectarian tensions in Iraq prior to the 
U.S . . . but the new poisonous polit-
ical arrangement created under the 
U.S. occupation has only exacerbated 
existing tensions. 

‘‘The most deadly schism that has 
emerged in the country is the Sunni- 
Shiite rift. A small group of Sunnis has 
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